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EL L, Friend, What think 
you now of our Preachers ? 
C. They ſeem to have a 
deal of Fervour, and what 
you call Zeal; and 1 hope 
are honeſt Men and mean 
well; but truly I think em 


a little touch'd in their Heads, and are going in- 
to a Diſtemper call'd by Phyſiciars Religion 
Maducſs. B 5 B. 1 
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B. I am ſorry, Friend, you ſhou'd take in ſuch an 
Opinion of them; for I judge them to be not on- 
ly good Men, but to be endowed With a large 
Meaſure of the Spirit of Ged. 

C. The Spirit of God is a "Wiſe, Oi treaſon. 
ablk Spirit; and the Author of none but wiſe and 
reaſonable Diſcourſes, Geſtures and Actions. I 

1 hope you will not charge their Grimaces, Geſti- 
= culations, bodily Heats, weak and raſh Speeches - 
and ſtran e Doctrmes on the Spirit of God; 

3 nor any thing that is falſe and abſurd, Vncharit- 

able or Ridiculous. 5 

| B. I acknowledge the Spirit which i is from a- 

| bove is wile, gentle, meck-and mild, cbaritable 

and kind; yet we read of very odd FP *hings the 

| Prophets of God did when filled by his Spirit, 
and animated by holy Zeal. 

C. What Few: Prophets did in an Age and 
"Country when and where it was cuſtomary to 
teach Men by Types, Figures. and Signs is not to 
be drawn into Imitation by Chriſtians. 

Nor do we find that theApoſtles and firſt Preach- 
ers, ſent out by Chriſt, practiſed any ſuch Things. 
And the Diſcourſes of the Pr ophets and of Chriſt. 
and his Apoſtles are wiſe, calm, charitable, juſt 
and ſtrong. Nor can I think their Behaviour was 
any way odd, ſcenical and antick, ſuch as becomes 
a Stage rather than the Pulpit *. 
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| II have heard of the Extatical Grimaces, e Limbs, heaving 
| Breaſts, ſwelled Bellies, and other convulſive Motions of the Sybils, P y- 
thoneſſes, the Dæmon Prieſts and Propheteiles amongſt the Genliles. 
Deus ecce, dens! cui talia fanti 
Ante feres ſubito, non vultus, non color anus, 
Non compte manſere coma} 700 d poctus anvelum, . 
Et rabie fe tra wrda tament | | ff 


44 
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Beſides, your Preachers give not the leaſt proof 
that they have more of the Spirit of God chan 
other Men. 

B. You know that by the Foalihnek of Preach- 
ing God ſaveth Souls, and chooſeth weak Tine; 
to confound the Mighty: 

C. There is a wide difference between fooliſh 
Preaching, and the Fooliſhneſs of Preaching, The 
_ Gentile Philoſophers: and Wile Men called all 
Preaching of the heavenly Doctrines of a cruci- 
fied Saviour Fooliſhneſs,” even the rational and no- 
ble Sermons of Peter, Stephen and Paul. But 
was Paul to riſe from the Dead and hear at whar 
a rate your Miniſters murdered and mangled the 
Goſpel of his Maſter, he wu call it Fehiiſt 
Pre aching. 

B. If God convert Souls by it, this will juſtify 
it againſt all your Satyr. 

C. May not a Friend ſay, if God convert Souls 
by Humms and Hawings, by broad Hats and 
Coats cut to the Quick, and by biene Mecties, 
will not this juſtify them? | 

- Converſion is the change of Men” s Hearts: and 
Lives, and their Living according tothe Goſpel; 
which 1s quite another 'Thing, and far better than 
raiſing the Paſſions, ſtriking the Imaginations of 
weak Women and Enthufiaſtick Men. | 


2 At Phebi nondum patiens Jntmagis i autre, 
Baccbatur Vates, magnum fi Pectore poſtit | 
Excuſe Deum: rants 'magis «lle fatigat 02 
9 rabiaum, fera « corda enk Sugitque premenda.” — 


1 En: y vi. v. 216 7 
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| _ - Beſides, what Aptitude have bodily Motions, 

__ wry Faces, diſtorted Limbs, and tunetul Non- 

| ſenſe to convert Souls? 380 Toro 

| B. I hope you wou'd not have our Preachers 

= to ſtand ſtock ſtill in the Pulpit, and deliver their 

| Sermons like ſo many ſpeaking Potts. I love to 

ſee and hear a Man talk with Life and Concern, 
nin Farne Dog ont 5 
C. I do not like wooden Preachers any better 

= | than you. But great is the Difference. between 

i the Gly Motions and Geſtures, Screwings and 
Tones of your Preachers; and that Action and 
SGeſture which carrieth Dignity in it, and which 
MF becometh the Awfulneſs of the Goſpel Doctrine, 

l and the Gravity of the Pulpit. „ 
| , Tho! I approve of neither, yet I had rather 


* 


| 

: 

| fee a Statue in the Pulpit than a Jack- pudding or 
| a Merry-Andrew: As I had rather ſee People a- 
| | ifleep under a dull Sermon, than laughing at the 
| ridiculous Behaviour of the Preacher. 77 
| B. You repreſent our Preachers as a parcel of 


Fools, I think very unjuſtly; and that you miſ- 

take the Fruits of the Spirit of God, for the Effects 

of Folly and Enthuſiaſm. „ bl 

C. Your Preachers may have common Senſe 

upon other Subjects and in other Places, but they 

ſeem to leave it all behind, them when they get 

into the Pulpit, and begin to talk Divinity. And 

it Jam miſtaken in 'em, I cannot help it. My 

Reaſon and the Goſpel tell me, That the Fruits 

of the Spirit are Wiſdom, Prudence, Meeknels, 

'Goodnels, ſtrong Arguments, warm Perſwaſions, 

Sincerity of Heart and Beneficence of Life; ſuch 

as Ws find in the Life and Serraons of St. 3 
OP and 


FRY 


. 
and of his Maſter Jeſus Chriſt. Not bodily Paſ- 
ſions and Poſtures, wild and furious Zeal, Un- 
charitable Cenſures, damnatory Sentences, and 
Unſcriptural Doctrines. 22 1b 7 
B. You run on to great Lengths; it ſome of 
our Preachers are not quite ſo prudent and modeſt 
as we cou'd wiſh 'em; I am ure they are very 


ſound Preachers, and orthodox Divines, and on this 


* 


Score we value mm. Hep 
C. In hour Senſe every Man is found and ortho- 
dox who preaches up the Calviniſizck Scheme de- 
livered in the Aſembliies Confeſſion and Catechiſius; 
or who perhaps publiſh the groſs Errors of Dr. 
Criſp, and other Antinomian Writers. 


But in the Judgment of God every Man is ſound _ 


and orthodox, who is upright, ſiuncere and good; 
that is, who ſeeks the Truth with all his Heart, 
and lives agreeably to the Goſpel. That one Text 
proves it. A GOOD UNDERSTANDING have all 
they who Do his Commandments, Pſal. cxi. 10. + 
This notion of Orthodoxy is ſupported by the 
whole Body of the Scriptures, which every where 
pronounces ꝝprigbt and obedient Chriſtians bleſſed. 
It is alſo conſonant to the dictates of Reaſon, that 
a wiſe and good God ſhou'd not require of any 


Man more than hearty deſires to find out the 


Truth, and earneſt Endeavours in practiſing it. 
The plain Language of Scripture and Reaſon is, 
that every good Man is a found Man, and every 
upright Preacher Orthodox. {FF 7 
B. But I mean, that our Miniſters preach 
found Doctrine, and are themſelves ſound in 
the Faith, | 
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is &. So does every faithful Preacher, preach 


{ound Doctrine; and every upright Chriſtian is 
ſound in the Faith. Upright and honeſt Men, 
unleſs under the ſtrong Prejudices of a falſe Edu- 
cation, cannot miſtake the great Doctrines and 
Laws of Jefus Chriſt; if, inſtead of ſearching the 
Books of Men, they look for them in God's own 
Der bas elbe hah 

But as you are wonderful Dealers in theſe. two 
Words Sound and Orthodox, let us briefly con- 


"ſider in what Senſe St. Paul uſes the word Sound. 


By ſound Doctrine 1 Tim. i. 10. J apprehend St. 
Paul means Doctrine that condemns Whoring 
and Lewdneſs, Lying and Stealing, Malice and 
Murder, that is, the great Laws of Religion and 
Morality. Now what Miniſters beſt preach this 
fort of ſound Doctrine, I leave you to Judge. 
+ A found Mind. 2 Tim. i. 7. is a Mind ſteddy to 
Chriſt and Chriſtianity ; or a being ſound iu God's 
ein eos 0 a 
The form of ſound Words mention'd 2 Tim. i. 
13. pops oes not mean the Aſſemblies Catechiſm, 
nor any Church. Articles, nor any Words which 
Man's Wiſdom (or Folly) have taught; but 

Words which the Holy Ghoſt hath taught, Words 
of Scripture. | ON LOS STOUT 6D 

Men who will not indure /oznd Doctrine 2 Iim. 

iv. 3. are Men who love not to hear, and will not 


be governed by the Laws of Jeſus Chriſt; Men 


who (with all their Faith) walk. after their own 


Luſts; who have itching Ears, and run from Preach- 
er to Preacher, being fond of every new Poctrine. 


Theſe are the People who can't indure ſound 
Doctrine; and you know who they are. 
| Sound 


1 9 ] 

Sound Doctrines in Tit. i. . are Goſpel motives 
and ſtrong Arguments, fit for Exhortation 10 
Conviction. SUED | cam ct 
Sound in the Faith, v.13. Means living up to 
their Knowledge, Faith and Profeſhon; not at- 
tending to Fables, and human Doctrines ; own» 
ing God in Works, as well: as with the Mouth. 
ver. 16. 

Sound Do@rine, Tit. il. 1. is oreacliing and; gi- 
ving Rules of Practiſe, of Virtue and Morality 
to both Sexes, to the Aged and the Young ſuita- 
ble to their State. | 

Sound in the Faith, v. 2. means to be faithful; 
45 ſound in Charity means to be ſincergly Charit- 
able. 

Sound Speech, v. 9. is juſt and rational Speech, 
which cannot he confuted and condemned; an- 
corrupted by human Doctrines; gravely deliver- 
ed, not comically; from a J. zncere Heart, not an 
inflamed Head. 

Thus I have gone thro? all the Texts in che 
New Teſtament which ſpeak of ſound' Doctrine, 
Speech and Faith; and leave you to judge whe- 
ther your new tantivy Preachers, who come rid- 
ing in from all Parts of the Country, are the 
ſound Men you boaſt them to be. 

B. I own the Contexts: of theſe ſeveral Texts 
ſeem to countenance your Expoſition of them. 
Therefore to let the Words Sozzd and Orthodox 

lye by; I chink our Miniſters teach very trae 

Doctrine, and that there was great need of dem 
in Town to pur a ftop to thoſe Errors which be- 


gin to {Pead ſo faſt. 


to maintain is the Do 


the Brethren fal 


{i 0 
C. I am willing, Neighbour, as far as my 
Ability goes, to try the Matter with you, on 
which fide the Truth lies. To this end let me 
know what are thoſe peculiar Doctrines your 


Teachers come here in ſuch N umbers to ſupport, 8 
or what Errors do they come to oppoſe. 


B. One of the 8 Doctrines they come 
rine of the ever bleſſed 

Trinity. 

C. If by the Doctrine of the TVinity you mean 

the Doctrine of Father, Sen and Holy Spirit; 


they might have ſtay d at home; in regard, as 


far as I know the Town, this Doctrine is firm- 


ly believ'd by every Preacher in Town, and by 


all their Hearers. 


B. I chiefly mean the Divinity of Goſs Chrife. 
C. I know no Chriſtian, much leis any Chril- 


tian Preacher who denieth it. Is it therefore 


well done in you and your Preachers to ſpread 
ſuch falſe Reports of your Fellow-Chriſtians? I 
hope you think Lying a great Sin; and accuſing 

2 ely a Work of the Devil. Can 
you therefore juſtify your Teachers in ſuch a 
Charge, before they know it to be true and are 


able to prove it; and which perhaps they know 


to be falſe ? 


B. I cannot juſtify Lying and Falſchood, 
Calumny and Clamour in any Cauſe. Iam ſen- 
ſible the Cauſe of Chriſt and Truth do not 


need them. Bur they mean that ſome Preachers 


and People in Town deny the ſupreme Deity of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and his Equality with the Father. 
C. Is not this a very wicked way of proceed- 


Ting, to charge Men with denying the Divinity 


of 


1 „ 
of Jeſus Chriſt, who only deny his ſupreme Deity 


a Equality with the Father. | 


For my Part, I hold Jeſus Chriſt to be God, 
or a God, becauſe the Father hath given him 
divine Perfections, and univerſal Dominion, or 
Headſhip, Authority to judge, and has command» 
ed all Men to a . 

But I can't bring my ſelf to believe his ſapreme 
Deity, becauſe I believe in the ſame ſupreme 
Deity of God the Father; and it appears to me 
a plain contradiction to ſay there are two Per- 
ſons or Beings who are both of *em ſupreme or 
moſt High God; and I never yet had Faith eno? 
to believe two contradictory Propoſitions. 

As my Reaſon, my Underſtanding, the Candle 
of the Lord within me, telleth me there can be 
but one ſupreme or moſt High God: So I think 
the whole Scriptures lead me to think that this 
ſupreme, moſt High God is the God and Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and not the Son of God 
the Father. 8 ba: 

Before the Lord Jeſus Chriſt became Man, or 
had a Body prepared for him, he came from the 
Father, was ſent by Him, and imployed by him; 
But can the ſ#þreme God be fent or commiſſioned 
by another? Shou'd we not abhor fo abſurd and 
bla ſphemous a Thought? Therefore it is impoſſi- 
ble that Jeſus Chriſt ſhou'd be the /upreme God, 

and wou'd you have me believe Impoſſibilities ” - 

B. But does not St. Paul affirm that Chriſt 
throught it zo Robbery to be equal with God. 
eli 6 5 

C. That Tranſlation is, I think, given up by 
moſt learned Men; becauſe it correſponds not to 

CC | the 
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the Original Greek. 

0 r mes 
1. Becauſe it no way ſuiteth the Context, which 
ſpeaks of the ſame Perſon as in the Form, Image 

or Likeneſs of God, as obedient to God, -br exalt- 
ed by him. pg oy OS £2 

2. Becauſe it is contradictory to the Reaſon 

God has given us as our higheſt Guide, to con- 
ceive that the Son, who was begotten by the Fa- 

[| ther, who came from him, who hath his Life, 

| Power, Dominion, Glory as a Gift and Reward 

| from the Father, ſhould be equal to God the Fa- 

| ther, who came from none, nor can receive any 

Thing, which he had not originally and unde- 

| Tived in himſelf. This appears to me another 

iſ Contradiction to make a derived and an underiv- 

1 ed being equal. _ = ks 

i 3. Becauſe it is a Senſe contrary to all thoſe 

= plain Texts which ſpeak of Chriſt as the expreſs 

Image of the Father as commiſſione d by bim; as 

- going his Will, as ſeeking his Glory, as praying 

| to him to be taken back into his original Glory, 

36 as appointed by God univerſal Head and Judge. 

Li B. But does not Chriſt himſelf ſay, J and the 

| Father are one, John x. 30. Et 

0 C. Chriſt ſays, J (as one Perſon); and my Fa- 

i ther (as another Perſon) wou'd you have him 


un 


However think it muſt be 
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i - contradict himſelf in the fame Breath, by ſaying 
| we two Perſons are one Perſon, one Being, one 
if God. And this too, after he had juſt affirm'd, 
i that all his Miracles he wrote 7» his Father's 
5 Name, and that his Father was greater than all. 
1 | ?Tis an eaſy, natural a juſt Senſe, that He and the 
| Father were one, as he did the Father's Will. 
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- Tam 
and ated by Commiſſion from him, and pur- 
ſued the ſame End and Deſign; this ſuits the 


whole Context. Why then ſhou'd we attempt 


to force upon the Words a ſenſe unnatural, un- 
intelligible and contradictory, that is to make 
Nonſenſe of it. When Chriſt ſays, John xvii. 21. 
That they may be one, as thou Father art in me, 


and I, in thee, that they alſo may be one in us: 


Yowll not dei), all Believers or Apoſtles upon 


ſuch a Text. 


B. But our Ancient Divine have always taken 


it for a Unity of Eſence. 


C. Some ancient Divines, I am told, have ta- 
ken it otherwiſe. And as to Eſſence it is a Word 
I ſcarce will underſtand, but as fer I do under- 
ſtand ir I can't think that a begotten and an un- 
begotten Eſſence are the ſame. And the Senſe 
I have given appears to me ſo juſt, that we need 
not ſeek any other. 1 „ 

B. Tho” there may be ſome Difficulties in this 
Matter not eaſily got over; yet I think we can- 


not ſpeak too honourably of the Son of God; nor 
can I bear to hear any thing leſſening 1aid of him. 


C. Are you not, at leaſt ought you not to be 
as Zealous for the Glory of God the Father, who 
ſo loved the World as to ſend his only begotten 
Son to ſave it? Is not God the Father greatly dif- 
honoured by ſetting up a Rival with him in ſu- 
preme Empire? Can any thing be more affront- 
ing and diſhonourable to the Son of God, than to 
ſuppoſe that he is this Rival, who declares he al- 
ways ſought the Father's Honour? Can any Con- 
duct more diſpleaſe him than to belye him as the 
Jews did, by faying He made himſelf equal with 

| "© 2 * 
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„ 
God, becauſe he ſaid he was the Sou of God? Are 
not the Scriptures the Meaſure of the Honours to 


be paid to the Son of God? Show'd not we fol- 


low his Example, and 1nake his Father's Honour 


our chief End? For my Part I never heard any 


of our Divines ſpeak a diſhonouring Word of the 
Son of God; and it is a very bad Office in your 
little nibling Teachers to accuſe them of it. It 
Jeſus Chriſt be honoured as the only begotten 
Son of God, as a Teacher ſent from God, as the 
promiſed Meſſiah and Saviour, as the only ap- 
pointed Mediator and Interceſſor, as univerſal 
Lord and as final Judge: Is not this all the Ho- 
nour the Scriptures claim for him? Did he ever 


challenge more? Does a ſtring of great ſwelling 
Words, hard and unintelligible Names, Co-eſſen- 


tial, Con-ſul/'antial, Co-eternal, do him any Ho- 
nour? Or, is not doing his Will, and keeping his 
Commands the trueſt Honour? Will he own any 
others as his Friends, but ſuch as do whatſoever 
he commands them? Will crying, Lord, Lord, 
or any pretend.d Honours paid him with the 
Lips be accepted while He is denied in Works? 
B. Theſe you mention as only chiming Words, 
are great and My/zer:ous Points, above our Com- 
prehenſion; yet we ought to believe them, tho? 
we do not underſtand them. 
C. All your Contradictions and Jargon you co- 


* „ ; : 
ver with the ſacred Name of My//eries; they are 


indeed Incomprehenſible, juſt as Tranſub/tantias 


tion is, nothing in them is comprehenſible but the 


Abſurdity of them. If I cou'd comprehend any 
Truth in them, I ſhou'd readily believe it; but 
to tell me I mult be ieve what I do not under- 


ſtand, 
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ſtand, is to tell me I muſt believe I know pot 


what, This blind Belief you are taught. But 


Teſus Chriſt acted in another Manner; and has not 
required us to believe any Doctrine, but what he 


firſt clearly revealed and explained. If any Doc- 
trine was a Myſtery before, his Revealing it has, 


made it no longer a Myſtery. | "5 
B. I hope I can convince you that you are wrong, 
here by one plain Inſtance. You believe the Doc- 
trine of the Reſurrectiou, yet I hope you do not 
pretend to underſtand it. | 

C. V believe no more about it than I do under- 
ſtand; I believe the Dead ſhall riſe and live, and 
I very well underſtand what Riſing from the Dead 
and Living again means, as well as I do what 
Riſing from Sleep, and Living again means. But 
as to the Mode or Manner of the Reſurrection, 
nothing about it being, revealed, I have no I- 
deas about it; and therefore can believe nothing 


about what I underſtand nothing. | 


B. The Doctrine of the Con- ſubſtantiality, Co- 
equality, &c. of the Son of God is a Doctrine in- 


deed above cur Reaſon, but not contrary to Rea- 


fon; therefore if revealed, ought to be received. 


C. If it be above our Reaſon, we have nothing 


to do with it as I have fhewed, and can believe 
nothing about it: If it be revealed, it is reveal- 
ed to our Reaſon, and may be underſtood and 
believed ; otherwiſe it is not revealed. And, I 
think, I have proved that this Doctrine, as your 
Treachers repreſent it, is not revealed by Jeſus 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles; and that it cannot be re- 
vealed from the God of Truth, being not only 
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above, but contrary to our Idtas of God, and to- 


all the Dictates of Reaſon. | WL 
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antient Proteſtant Doctrine in this Article of our 


1 


B. However I cannot think it ſafe to go off the 


Faith. - 8 „ 
C. Nor can I think it ſafe to go off the much 
more ancient Goſpel Doctrine; nor to be govern- 
ed by blind, implicit Faith in any of our Teach- 
SS. 
B. Will you ſet up your Judgment againſt your 


» $ 
Re Nr es ee Aer a TEE eee n DAG Ros, ck 4 
. ; Rd 


Teachers ? 


C. All the Proteſtants did fo, when they left 
the Chrch of Rome; you Diſſenters do fo, in leav- 
ing our Church, The Jews did ſo in following 
Peter and Paul and Jeſus Chriſt. Our beſt Pro- 
teſtant Divines teach us to do fo, when ever our 
Teachers depart from God's Word and teach for 
Doctrines of God the Words of Men. E. 
Now when any Preachers preach the Co-eqza-. 
lity, Co-eſſentiality, Supremacy of the Son of God, 
according to my Underſtanding they preach the 
Doctrines of Men inſtead of the Truths of God. 
Ought I not then to follow my own private Judg- 

ment, or to believe and act according to my own 
Underſtanding and Conſcience after I have ob- 
tained all the Light and Help I can? Do not 
you act thus, and every honeſt Man? If I have 
God's Word on my lide, is not that enough? 
But beſides I have our moſt learned Divines, and 
thoſe I count the belt Preachers on my fide allo; 
and I do not intend to forſake them ro follow a *' 
Parcel of bold Fellows, who might do well e⸗ 


nough at their Loews, but make {.d work of 4 
it in the Pulpit. 1 ain 

B. Til reply to all your Reaſoning only this, 

— 5 — 0 

That the natural Man recerveth not the things of © 


e = rhe Spirit of God; They are Fooliſhneſs unto him; 
neither can he know them, for they are ſpiritu- 
ally diſcerned. 1 Cor. ii. 114. 


b C. This is a Text which every Enthuſiaſt and 
- | Tmpudent Pratòͤr maketh the laſt Refuge. You 
4 | do not conſider Neighbour, what a ſpirit of Pride 
and Preſumption it diſcovers to ſuppoſe all who 
w 3 


differ from you zatural and carnal Men, and all 
on your own fide ſpiritual Men. Have not we 
the fame Revelation of the Spirit to be our Guide 
that you have; and where has God promiſed 
your Teachers more Aſſiſtance from the Spirit 
than other Men who ſeek it as earneſtly as they. 
But your Teachers are as remarkable for Modeſt 
in the Pulpit as for the good Senſe they deliver 
there. But enough of is 
Pray what other Fundamental Doctrines do 
theſe new Preachers come now to Propagate ? 
B. That great and moſt comfortable Doctrine 
of God's electing from all eternity a certain Num- 
ber out of the fallen Race of Mankind, to ever- 
laſting Life. F ct 
C. But did not God, from all Eteraity, foreſee 
the whole haman Race in a fallen and helpleſs 
Condition? 
„ | „„ | 
Ci. And did he decree Help only for a very few 
of theſe? Ts 
B. Yes, only for a few. | 
C. Are not the Reſt for whom he ordained nc. 
Help equally his Off-ſpring, his Creatures and 


Chadren? | - 
B. Yes, He is the Maker of All. 


C. Where then is his Pty, his Grace, the ſound- 


ing | 


F401 


ing of his Bowels over thoſe Millions of undone 

Creatures, whom he reſolved not to help? =_ 
B. The Grace of God is free, and He may do | 
what he will with his own. | = 


C. If God's Grace be free, upon your Princi- 


ples it is very little. What can we think of a 


Father, who ſeeth all his Children in Miſery, and 


who has Ability enough to help) them all, and 


yet reſolves to ſend Help to a very few only. Will 
that Rule bring him off, © that he may do what 
He will with his own? ” Inſtead of a merciful, 
good and tender hearted Father, will not the 
World Judge him a hard hearted Wretch; who 


faw the Ship ſplit in Pieces, and all his Children ||f 


like to be drown'd ; and while he had Boats e- 


nough to fave them all, yet ſent them out only 


to fave two or three out of a hundred periſhing 
Children. You talk a deal of Grace and free 


Grace, but when your dark Scheme is examined, 
and your hideous Doctrine opened, there ap- 


ears little Grace and Charity in it; God is rob- 
ed by it of his chief Glory. 


B. But God's Grace is free to the Elect. 


Ci. Theſe you fay are very few; none of the 
Heathens , perhaps none of the Papiſts; amongſt 
the Proteſtants none but ſuch as hold your Fun- 
damentals; ſo that the Elect will be reduc'd to 
a few whimſical Baptiſts. As if Heaven was a 
Region of Enthuſiaſm, Error, Bigotry, and Un- 
charitableneſs; and the Elect a parcel of proud, 


ſell-conceited Separatiſts. 


B. You grow warm, Friend, and carry your 
Reflection too far. 


— W * * n 
” 3 D e ENS. k p. r 
bs Ager ee 22777 END n — 
e 1 oo . e 7 3 e by * — 
FF EEE Nui ALA 
: N 0 S OP EDT OTY tn ; 


w Ou N 0v 


* 


% . HE. REA eau aaa 


: 
& 
4 
4 
FR 
1 
* 
hy 
Ls 
ug] 5 
S<: 
5 
* 
8 
1 8 
. — 
3 
F ; 
* 


5 E 
C. If Warmth can ever be juſtified; it may in 


ſuch a Cauſe as this. 


To ſee and hear Doctrines publiſhed and de- 
fended which obſcure the richeſt Grace of God, 
and repreſent him as the maſt cruel Being in the 
Univerſe; who, when He cou'd eaſily and honour- 


ably Help the infinite Race of his fallen Of-ſpring, 
decreed Help only for a very few, and that with- 


out any Reaſon at all on his Children's Part, thoſe 
being previoully x9 better than the Reſt who are 


left to periſh under his unpitying Eye. 


Will it not excuſe a little Warmth, to hear the 
good and bleſſed God repreſented not only as the 
moſt cruel and unmerciful, but as the moſt deceit- 


Ful aud inſincere Being; who tho? he has decreed *' 


no ſaving Help for the greateſt Part of his loſt 
Children, yet pretends to offer them Help; and 
alſo as a molt anrigbtecus Being who threatens a 
ſeverer Damnation if they accept not his offers, 
which he knows they cannot accept? Is not this 
a mocking his Creatures already Helpleſs, and an 


Inſulting over their Miſeries; in ſtead of ſhew- 


ing them any Mercy ? | | 

Will any wiſe, juſt and good Father act at this 
rate? And ſhall we aſcribe all this Folly, partiali- 
ty and unkind Dealing to God? 

B. We muſt not meaſure God by Man; nor the 
Ways of God by the Ways of Men, his thoughts 
and ways are far above ours. 

C. They are far above ours in Mercy, Good- 
neſs, Grace, Wiſdom and Juſtice, not far below 
ours. It we muſt judge at all of God's Wiſdom, 
ſuſtice and Charity, we muſt judge of 'em by 
"is Actions and Works, as we do of Men's by 

| 1 | theirs, 


1 . L * 3 

FF theirs. Does not God call Men to judge of the 

3 Equity and Kindneſs of his Ways, and to com- 

If  parethem with Men's? Muſt we not judge of 
| them by the beſt Ideas of Juſtice and Kindneſs 

if we have? Now can we poſſibly judge God to 

1 be Wiſe, Juſt and Merciful if hs Ways are not 

| z ſo? And can we poſlibly love him, while we con- 

lf ceive of him as no way lovely? 

| B. God hath Mercy on whom he will have 


1 Mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth; and what 
1 is Man to contend with God; hath not the Pot- 
= ter power over his own Clay? _ 
1 C. Pray ceaſe abuſing and miſapplying Scrip- 


ture; quote not God's own Word againff Him- 
(elf, to prove him without any Merey towards 
Millions of his periſhing Creatures. God was at 
«Liberty to he) Mercy to the loſt Nations of 
the World, W the Jeꝛes rejected offered Grace. 
He acted, both in calling Gez#zles into his King- 
— dom, and in rejecting the Jews, according to his 
Will; but he willed both theſe Events according 
to Reaſon and Juſtice. _ | 
Nor did God harden Pharaoh's Heart any o- 
ther way that we know of, but by kindneſs to 
| Iſrael, and reprieves to Himſelf; and leaving bim 
dodo purſue the wicked Counſels of his Heart. But 
you make God more fooliſh than any Potter, and 
more hard-hearted than Pharaoh; He ſet 'Task- 
maſters over Iſrael to torment them and diminiſh 
them for a few Years: But n er Princi- 
ples, God torments his own Creates and Ch þ 
dren Millions of Years and Ages for What they 
con d not Help; and this e only to ſhew what 
his Power and Wrath can do, or from pure ill- 
'Y nature; 


- Trae 7 


nature; whereas Pharaoh acted from a Principle 


of Self-Preſervation. [19% en 
B. But Sinners may help many of their Sins; 


and therefore are juſtly condemn'd for doing what 
they ſhou'd not have done, and for not doing 


what they cou'd do. n 
C. Many of your Preachers ſay they are decreed 

to be damned for being Fallen in Adam; and I 

am ſure they con d not het that. And is notthis 


a cruel, unwiſe, and unjuſt Decree? Can any but 


« 


a Devil make ſuch a Decree? ?: 
B. You talk ſtrangely, and run great Lengths ; 


I hope our Principles are not chargeable at this 


Rate? 


C. It is plain tliey are, I go not a tittle fartherꝰ | 
than your own Principles carry me. If God has 
decreed to damn Millions of Men for being fallen 


in Adam, he has made the moſt unjuſt Decree 


that ever was made, a thouſand Times more un- 
juſt than the Decree of Pharaoh to drown all the 
Male Children, becauſe they were born of 1/rael- 


ztiſh Parents, or were born Males; neither. of 


which cou'd the Children help. This is horrid ; 
Doctrine. . - 118 10 


B. Town as you repreſent it, this appears hor- 
rid Doctrine, I cannot think thit of the ever bleſ- 
{ed God, our Preachers do not talk in this way. 

C. No, they hide the horrid Conſequences from 
you, and cheat you with Contradictions. 

B. I have heard them often fay, that Men will 
be damned for not believing and rejecting Chriſt ; 


and for not being converred to God. 


C. If God; has decreed to damn Men, for not 


believing in a Chriſt, who never died for them: 


D 2 It 


p 


by! 


7 L. ]: | 
If he has: decreed to damn Men for not being 
converted, when he has decreed not to convert 
them: Is not this decreeing to damn them for 
not believing Contradictions, or Falſhoods; and 
far not doing Impoſſibilities? Is this that God 
who is good to all, and whoſe tender Mercies are 
over all his Works? Can a wiſe, a juſt, a mer. 
ciful God order weak Men to remove Mountains 
and then damn them if they do not? * 
B. Since God offers Salvation to all, Men are 

juſtly condemn'd if they never try to accept it. 
Ce. Thus you make God the greateſt of all Cheats 
when he offers to Sinners a Salvation never pur- 
chaſed for them, and which he has abſolutely de- 
creed never to give them: And when he offers it 
uon Conditions they cannot comply with, without 
irreſiſtible Grace, and he has decreed never to give 
them that Grace: And when he threatens a 5 
vier Damnation to them if they do not believe 
and obey the Goſpel, which he knows they can- 
not do. Is this the Divinity of your Preachers! 
This is indeed a new Goſpel, juſt as unlike the 
kind and merciful Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt; as a 
falſe and mercileſs Devil is unlike the true and 

-merciful Gd. 1 e 
B. Tho! Iam not for theſe Extreams; yet J 


can't but think the Doctrine of God's electiug 


Love a very comfortable Doctrine. 

C. Muſt not He be a perfect Viſionary, or a 
hard hearted Son, who cou'd take any Comfort 
from a Decree of his Father to give him his 


1 whole Eſtate, while all the reſt of his Children 


are left to endleſs Beggary? Can a wiſe and 
good Child take any Comfort from a Thought 
5 | ! 2 nn 


1 ay 


, 
OE" _—_— : ut $38 __ vey 


WIG — ———— ate be; — ems 


CTF ; 
* 1 SRD x Re oe 8 N W * obo 7 
R 3 SS Srl WIL 


wo 1 0 fe hag 5 FT OW 


C8319 


which wou'd repreſent his Father as a partial Ty- 
rant, relentleſsly cruel to the greateſt Part of his 


Off- ſpring? Can any wiſe and good Man com- 
fort himſelf in a Doctrine which paints God in ſo 
unlovely and horrid oh Image; and which leaves 
Millions of God's Creatures in helpleſs Miſery 
for ever? Can any Man juſtly take Comfort in 


a Doctrine which makes it @ hundred to one that 


he is not elected, but muft be for ever damn'd ? 
Doth not the Goſpel give better Grounds of Com- 


fort ariſing from God's Univerſal Love to à loſt 


World, and the general offers of Mercy? 
B. But if Sinners will not try and uſe their beſt 


Endeavours, they will deſerve Puniſhment. 


C. Why ſhou'd Men try at Impoſſibilities? 
Will their beſt Endeavours change God's Decrees? 


If Men muſt ſtand or fall according to their Works, 
there is Room for Endeavours, and for Perſwaſions 
to uſe them; but if according to eternal abſolute 


-Decrees, there is room for neither. 
B. If Men have loſt their Ability to repent, be- 


lieve and obey, may not God juſtly puniſh them 


for not uſing it?ʒ * | 
C. If they have wilfully loſt it, they may be-. 
-punithed as far as that Crime deſerveth; but then 
to require them to do what they have 20 Abili- 
9 to do, is Tyranny; and to puniſh them again 
or not doing it, is Cruelty; and to make them 
fine offers on Condition they will do, what the 
have no Ability to do, is Deluſion and Inſult. Is 
this Goſpel? Are theſe glad Tidings? Is Satan 


more unlike an Angel of Light, than theſe Articles 


are to the Goſpel of Truth and Love? But pray 
6 x ; when 
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when and how did Men loſe their Ability to re- 


pent, to believe and obey the Goſpel ? : 


of They loſt it in Adam; and by and at. the 


C. I ſuppoſe the Women loſt it in. Eve, and the 
Men in Adam. And did they indeed loſe it near 
ooo Years before they had it, or before they 


had a Being? I wonder to hear a Man who can 


talk good Senſe about Trade, Civil Juſtice, At- 
fairs of State, talk ſo point-blank Nonſenſe in 


Diviaity. But ſuppoſe! Adam loft a Power to re- 
pent, believe and obey the Goſpel,” before he had 
it; and loſt it from us many Ages before we had 


a Being; Is it Juſt to condemn to Hell Fire inno- 
cent Children for what their great Anceſtor did 


4 or 6000 Years before they were born? Or can 
you think God is at all Angry with 2s for what 


Adam did; if we approve of, and imitate Adam's 
T ranſgreſſion, we may be puniſh'd for ſuch Ap- 
probation and Imitation; but not for his Tranſ- 
greſſion. ? 


B. Tho? I cannot fay, that God is Angry with 
us for what Adam did, yet the Scripture ſays, 


That by the Diſobediencè of one, many were made 
Sinners; and that thro' the Offence of one, J udg- 
ment came upon all Men to Condemnation. —_ 

C. But muſt we interpret theſe Texts againſt all 
Rules of Reaſon; and againſt the Unchangeable 
Love of God ? That Children ſhall not die for the 


Iniquity of the Father. See Ezek. xviii. 20. I own 


We ſuffer loſs thro? Adam's Fall; and have an He- 


reditary Diſeaſe conveyed to us, which worketh 
Death; as many Children loſe Eſtates and Health 
| os thro 


PET <4 


CF] 

thro? the Iniquity of their Parents; That St. Paul 
by Sinners means SFufferers is plain not only from 
Reaſon, for no other Senſe can be true; but from 
his own Explication. In Adam all die. But as 
Men Pity thoſe who are made unhappy thro? the 

Z Fault of others, fo does God; He pities the hu- 
man Races and in his Love and Pity has ſent his. 
1 | Son to redeem and fave them. 

7 B. Tho? I ſhou'd allow that we are not proper- 
ly guilty of Adam's Sin; yet may not God impute 
itt to us, as he was our Repreſentative? 

19 C. If we had been in Being, had been Princi- 
pals in the Affair, and Adam had acted by our 


> F 
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* Order, his Action might juſtly be ſo far imputed 
1 to us. But will a juſt and good God impute to 
1 you and me what we never did, or poſſibly cou'd 
L do; what we knew nothing of, nor poſſibly cou'd 
» know; what we never conſented to, or approved 
- of? Will He charge to our Account what we 
N are as Innocent of as the Child unborn is of his 
Father's Crimes and Follies? Shall we thus quit 
1 our Underſtandings, and give up all the Principles 
5 of Reafon, Truth and Juſtice, in order to com- 
e poſe an abſurd and unrighteous Scheme of Divini- 
- ry 1 ; | * | | : 

B. Tho” theſe Things ſeem ſo contrary to hn- 
1 man Reaſon; they are agreeable to the Holy 
4 Scriptures. 
* Ci. A fine Complement upon the Holy Scrip- 


tures, and the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt; as if it was 
the moſt irrational and abſurd Book in the World. 
Is this the way to recommend your Notions toMen 

of Senſe and Reaſon, to allow that they are ir- 
rational and abſurd ? Is not this blaſpheming 5 
| | | Ho y 
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Holy Bible, to ſuppoſe the Doctrines of God, 
the great Author of Reaſon, are contradictory to 
Reaſon? For my Part, I receive the Goſpel, be- 
cauſe I believe it to be the moſt wiſe, reaſonable, 
Juſt, ſincere and friendly Inſtitution in the World. 
If, upon Examination, it appear an Unreaſonable 
Goſpel, I ought to reject it, becauſe ſuch a Goſ- 
pel can never come from God. There are many 
feof Phraſes in it which are eaſily miſunder- 
ood and abuſed by fanciful Men. But is any 
Thing more rational, more agreeable to human. 
Region than the Preaching of Chriſt and his Apoſ- 
7 |: | 
B. I own their Diſcourſes are becoming Men 
of Senſe, and who had the Spirit of God. But 
what will you make of thoſe ſeveral Texts which 
ſo plainly aſſert a Prede/tination and Election in 
the Epiſtles of Paul and Peter. 
C. Thoſe Texts have been ſtrangely applied to 
God's chooſing from Eternity a few particular 
Perſons to everlaſting Life, without any Ræſpect 
to their Behaviour, and for no Reaſon at all; con- 
trary to the whole Stream and Deſign of the Bi- 
ble, and contrary to all wife Rules of Govern- | 
ment; and in contradiction to a Judgment to come, 
when Men will be ſaved or condemned, not ac 
cording to abſolute Election, but according to 
their Worts. „„ £ 
B. Pray, Friend, how will you underſtand theſe 
Texts, if not in the Senſe of our. Divines. 20 
C. As far as my Reading and Judgment go. 
and as ſome, whom I eſteem the belt Writers and 
Preachers teach. Thoſe Texts are to be under- 7 
Rod of God's firſt Electing and Adopting 587 
94 See 


yoand CL 


— 
870 N OCT PRES dene k 
F 2 23 


5 — A 23 N r „ * 
. n S N 8 . F 
1 2 — De +45 7 5 r F ; en f * FFT 
Gu PE 4 e & 8 * 1 e 4 ? \ WM : 1 PEE % , ö 
75 3 — ANY a9, "® eee ee AO R JJC ͤ ( . c Wes 585 
— BT LO N 5 "IN 2 r 3 CN ENT BOP 5 x Dr N 3 . r 3 13 . TFF 8 2 2 . 3 : 3 ; 2 * e 
r : e 4 JFF 2 FS IST ” , 5 Ne : 1 , 


before he laid the Foundation of the Jewiſh A- 


TH 


Seed of Abraham; and then upon their cruci- 


fying the Son of God and rejecting his Goſpel, 


' God's chooſing, electing or adopting all the ſpi- 


ritual Seed of Abraham tho? amongſt the Gentiles, 


all virtuous and good Men, all who believ'd the 
Goſpel ; and this agreeable to his ancient Deſigns, 


ges. „ „ 

B. J own this is a plauſible Account, agreeable 
enough to the Hiſtory of the Old and New Teſ- 
tament; and carrieth in it a grand Scheme of Pro- 


vidence, and is free of all Abſurdities. But it is 


not the Senſe given by our old Proteſtant Divines, 
Men who had the Spirit of God. hh 


C. I have as great a Reſpect for our old Di- 
vines as you; but not a blind Faith in any Man. 
They brought a great deal of Light, and did a 


great deal of good; but ſhall we reſtrain the 


Spirit of God to them; or muſt we make no Pro- 


greſs in Knowledge? Or if God raiſe up other 


Lights, muſt we refuſe their Help? I] doubt not, 


if our old Divines were now alive, they wou'd 
agree to the Senſe I have given. 


B. Notwithſtanding, I think we ought not too 


ſuddenly to depart from the Principles and Faith, 


for which our Father's ſuffered. 


C. They ſuffered for a Scripture Religion, and 


the Rights of Conſcience and private Judgment; 
and uſed their own Underſtandings and Reaſon, 


as we do ours. They ſuffered, becauſe they cowd 
not belzeve as their Fathers did; and wou'd not 
4, in Matters of Religion and Conſcience, as 


their ſuperiors required. They did not ſuffer for 
the peculiar Opinions of a Party, but for the 
= | com- 
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E 
common Rights of Mankind, and the Doctrines 
ein which all good Chriſtians agree. 3 
B. To paſs over theſe Points; how will you de- 
fend the hated Doctrine of Free- will, ſo duhonour- 
able to the Free- Grace of Gd; 
C. You are great Boaſters of Grace, and yet are 
the greateſt Enemies to it in the World. Is it 
Grace in God to have no Pity on Millions of his 
helpleſs Creatures, but decree them to Hell for 
being unhappily born? Is it Grace in God to or- 
der his Son to die for a very ſmall part of Man- 
kind only, when without ſuffering any more he 
might have died for all? Is it Grace in God to 
ſend abroad his Goſpel and Miniſters to ſpread the 
News of a Saviour; when hereby the Number of 
the Reprobated cannot be diminiſhed, nor the E- 
le& increaſed? Is it Grace in God to command 
Men to do, what he never gave them Power to 
do? Is it Grace in God to offer Men a Saviour, 
whom he knows they cannot accept? Is it Grace 
to condemn for not believing in a Chriſt who ne- 
ver died for them, and in whom they never cou'd 
believe without irreliſtible Grace, which is yet 
1 denied them? Are your Miniſters the Preachers 
| of Grace then? Are they not the chief Diſpara- 
gers of it? | 3 
B. However you repreſent tlie Matter, our Mi- 
1 niſters preach Chr:/# and Free-Grace more than 
any other Men, and tor this Reaſon we admire 
and like *em. | 
| Ci. I know they have about twenty or thirty 
| > hackney Words and Phraſes, which come into al- 
1 moſt every Sermon; take theſe from them and 
| they are at a full ſtand, and can't make another 
Sermon 
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1s a reaſonable Creature is a Motive to admi- 


[4 } 


Sermon. Free-Grace is one of this precious Liſt.' 
But, in my Opinion, they are the beſt Preachers 


of Chriſt and Free-Grace, who open, inforce and 
apply the whole Goſpel, of which the Sermons 
of Feſas Chriſt are doubtleſs a Principal Part. 
B. You ſeem to pur off the Article of Free-w2l,, 
as if afraid to meddle with it. 
C. If by Free-will you mean a Faculty or Pow- 
er in Man, to turn his Thoughts to this ſubject, r 
another; to do good or ill Actions, to chooſe the 
way of Life or of Death, when both are ſet be- 
fore him; to receive or reject the offers of Chriſt, 
when fairly made; I can't but think every Man 
hath 'this fort of Free-will, But your Preachers 


have made a Bzebear of the Word, and try to 


fright Women and Children out of their Senſes 
by it. And the found of Free-Mill territies ſome, 
weak-headed Men almoſt as much as the tight of 


a G © 


B. You ſeem to raiſe the Creature very high : 
This exalting of Man tempts him.to be proud 
S 4-5 5 
C. I raiſe him higher than the Stones of the 
Field, and the Beaſts of the Earth, becauſe God 
has rais'd him higher. Nor is it any Tempta- 


tion to Pride for a Man to believe himſelf a Rea- 


Jonable Creature, and a Free- Agent ; but that he 
ring Thankfulneſs; and that he is a Free-Agent 
is a Motive to Watchfulneſs, Diligence and Cau- 
tion. Belides you who declaim againſt Free-A. 
gency, act upon this Principle as much as other 
Men: You expect to be praiſed when you do 
well; you blame Men who cheat you; you call to 

I Account 


ig J 
Account your Servants and Children, reward and 
puniſh as you think they deſerve; you exhort and 
perſwade to Religion and good Works: Thus you 
act and hve upon the Principle of Free-Agency, 
while in Words you deny it. Thus do Antino- 
mian Notions in Divinity turn Men's Heads, and | 
quite intoxicate their Brains; ſo that tho' on any 
other ſubje& they talk ſenſiblely; as ſoon at you 
enter the ſubject of Divinity, they begin to rave 
and yalk wiklly. ©. Og | 
B. I allow Men free to Evil, but not to Good. 
C. Unhappy Cale! better for us we had never 
been made, than made under a neceſſity of Sin- 
ning. Is Man the Workmanfhip of a wiſe and 
mercitul God, who has only given him a Power 
to ruin, but no Power to help himſelf? Beſides 
free to Evil, is like the Reſt of your Divinity, 
Self- contradictory; what Freedom is there, with- 
out a Power to do good. God's Law is, Ceaſe 
to do Evil, Learn to do Well; does not this imply 
a Power ro do it, or as much Freedom to do Well ; 
as to do Hl; unleſs bad Habits and Cuſtom in Sin | 
have, in a moral Senſe weakened this Power? Be- 
fides, if Men have no Power to do good, how 
are they upon Trial, whether they will behave 
well or ill? And if they have no Power over : 
their own Actions, how will they bejudgedat laſt? 
Why are Men per/waded and exhorted to do 
#7 good, if aer have no Power, or no Direction of 
that Power? Is any thing Duty, which is impoſ- 
ſible? Is not yours ſtrange Doctrine, which at 
once over- throws the grand Doctrine of a fu- 
ture Judgment; and renders needleſs and ridicu- 
lous all Preaching ? _ 
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B. Man 


| . 
B. Man had a Power to do good, but loſt it 
in Adam, and God is not obliged to reſtore it. 
C. This is the old ſenſeleſs Story confuted be- 


fore, and which indeed confutes it ſelf. Are! 


you conſcious of any Being or Powers you had 


four or fix thouſand Years ago? Let Adam bear 


his own Guilt, and every Man his. But ſuppoſ- 
ing this Doctrine as poflible, true and juſt ; as 
it is impoſſible, falſe and unjuſt; yet is it fair to 
treat me, as if I had a Power which I have not; 
and to judge and condemn me for what the Judge 
knows I have no Power to do. 
B. You talk as if Man had a Power to convert 


himſelf, without the Almighty and irreſiſtible 


Grace cf God. 
C. A Man may go on ſo long in a Courſe of 


Sin, till he is grown hard and inflexible, and has 


loſt all Inclination to turn to God and a new Life. 


But to ſay a Man cannot turn to God under the 


Light, Calls and Aids of the Goſpel, is to repre- 


ſent God as very weak and unjuſt, to be at fo 


much Expence in calling Men to Impoſſibilitics. 


It is to make the Goſpel not only a uſeleſs, but a 


deceitful Inſtitution, It is an intolerable Abuſe of 
Mankind, and makes their Cafe alinoſt deſperate. 


| Will a good God thus tantalize his own Children? 


Is this the Doctrine of Grace? 

B. But our Teachers all fay, That no Man 
can come to God unleſs irreſiſtible Grace draw 
him, LY 

C. And then He cannot help turning, then there _ 
can be 20 Fault in not turning; and 20 Virtze in 


turning to God. A fine Account of the Goſpel ! 
Are Men to be blamed tor not having irreſiſtible 


Grace ? 


* 


E38 
Grace? Or commended for not reſiſting Almigh- 
ty Power? Will God puniſh Men for ever in Hell 
for not being elected, which was his own AQ, 
not theirs; or for not being converted, which was 
to be eſſected by his Power, not theirs? Or will 
God reward Men for ever in Heaven, for doin 
what they cou'd not help doing; or for what the 
really did not, but what God himſelf did in them? 
Is this judging Men according to their Works? 
B. I have heard our Divines ſay, God will re- 
ward his own Work, and crown his Grace with 
Glory. TE Haas 
C. Your Preachers have got the wonderful Art | 
ol perſwading their Hearers, that all their myſte- | 
rious Nonſenſe is ſublime Divinity. God will re- 
ward Men according te their own Works, not ac- 
cording to his; And if Men improve well the 
Grace of the Goſpel, their Piety and Virtue, La- 
22 and Faithfulneſs ſhall be crown'd with Glo- 
ry. This is the Doctrine of the Bible, plain, in- 
eh idle Doctrine. 5 1 
B. Still T can't believe that any Man can come 
to Chrilt excepr God the Father draw him. 
C. And is not God drawing all Men, who live 
under the Goſpel, by Cords of a Man, and Bands 
of Love? But Men do reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
and when God wou'd heal them will not be heal. 
ed, nor come to Chriſt for Lite; being unfruit- 
ful, and diſobedient. £ Hy 
B. Youare {till for exalting Man, and laying 
ſtreſs upon his Righteouſneſs and good Works; 
whereas all our Righteouſneſs is as filthy Rags; 
and I expect to be ſaved only for the Righteouſ- j 
neſs of Chriſt imputed to me and received by 
— 1 
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C. I allow the falſe and deceitiul, the out- ſide 
and ceremonial Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and 


- Phariſees, of Jewyh and Chriſtian Hypocrites ; 
their Faſtings, Tears and long-whining Prayers, 


their furious and blind Zeal for dry Opinions and 


Doctrines of Men, may well enough be compar'd 


to filthy Rags. But I hope the Righteouſneſs of 
the Saints, their Love and good Works, their 
Holineſs and Obedience, their Mercy and Chari- 
ty; their living ſoberly, juſtly, devoutly, is not 
Filthineſs and Rags; unleſs you will call the I- 


mage of God, and Imitation of Chriſt Filthineſs. 
Is not Righteouſneſs and Loving Kindneſs, be- 


ing Good, and doing Good, the Glory of God? 
and is it not the higheſt Perfection of Man? Does, 
not this render Men loveh, procure them a goo 

Report, and intitle them to Praiſe and Honour 
at the coming of Jeſus Chriſt? And will you 
dare to call it all Flthineſs and Rags? Take care, 
Neighbour how you fling Dirt oa God's Image, 


aſſront the Spirit of Holineſs, contradict the whole 


Goſpel, confound Holineſs and Unholineſs. 

B. But Paul renounced his own Righteouſneſs, 
which is of the Law, and truſted to that which 
is thro”. the Faith of Chriſt, the Righteoutneſs 
which is of God by Faith. Phil. iii. 9. 

C. His Jewiſh Righteouſneſs, or Conformity 
to the Ceremonial Law, he did renounce; 10 
truſted not in Circumciſion, his Relation to 0 

6 


braham, his bitter perſecuting Zeal. Ver. 4, 5, 

But his Chriſtian Righteouſneſs, his Conformity 

to the Goſpel, he did not, he cou'd not renounce. 

No, this was his chief Endeavour, to conform to 

Chriſt in Sufferings and a new Life, in preſſing 
| | 5 after 


r 
after the Mark, by holy Obedience, in walking 
by the Rule of the Goſpel, and in a heavenly 
Converſation. Ver. 10,217. e 
B. I dare truſt to no Righteouſneſs and good 
Works of my own for Acceptance with God, 

C. But dare you truſt God's Word, that if you 
continue in well-doing, and ſeek, in that way 
Honour, Glory and Immortality, you ſhall have 
eternal Life? Truſting in God to be ſaved in the 
Way of Faithfulneſs and Goſpel Obedience, at 
the End, (and as the Crown) of a Sober, Juſt, 

Charitable, Religious Life, is not truſting your 

_ , own Righteouſneſs. 8 

B. I am ſenſible I am a guilty Creature, and can 

plead nothing of my own, therefore I truſt in 
the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. 

C. We are all guilty before God; but if re- 
newed by Repentance, we are incouraged by the 
Goſpel to plead that Repentance as a Qualifica- 
tion for, and Title to Pardon. As to the imputed 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, it is a Phraſe no where 
to be found in God's Book, nor is eaſy to be un- 
derſtood, and1Iwonder you ſhou'd be fo fond ot 

it, and lay ſuch ſtreſs upon it. 
B. Our Divines have always ſpoke of this as 
a Fundamental Doctrine, and I cannot give it up. 
C. Your Divines have uſed themſelves to talk 
wild and ſtrange Things; have bewitched Peo- 
ple with their Sorceries, and led Captive filly 
Women by ſugared Phrates, but at the Bottom 
a poyſonous Doctrine. 0 NE 

B. I wonder you {hou'd thus repreſent fo great 

a Goſpel Doctrine. 8 


„ As 


e 
C. As there is not a Word of it in the Goſpel; ſo 

it is an Encouragement to bad Men and looſe 

Women, who, tho? deſtitute of Virtue and Good- 


_ neſs, tho? without Sobriety, Chaſtity and a good 


Life, yet hope to be faved by the Righteouſneſs 
of another, while they have none of their own. 
Thus are the Hands of the wicked ſtrengthened, 
and Virtue and Vice confounded. This Doctrine, 
is alſo a Diſcouragement to good Men; as if all 


their Labours of Love, their Obedience, Faith- 


fulneſs, Diligence, Self-denial, Charity, Goodneſs 
were nothing Worth; unleſs they alſo believe in 


the unſcriptural and unintelligible Doctrine of 
the Righteouſneſs of another imputed to them. 


B. Is not Faith imputed for Righteouſneſs ; and 


| is not Chriſt made of God unto us Righteouſneſs, 


Sanctification and Redemption? Was not Chriſt, 
who knew no Sin, made Sin for us; that we 
might be made the Righteouſneſs of God in 
i eee 

C. Yes; but it is certain God never imputes to any 
Man what he never did, or what was no way * 
He therefore imputed to Abrabam his on Faith, and 


faithful Obedience, and counted this his Righte- 
ouſneſs, without any of the Works of the Cere- 
monial Law; which was not then given. To 
Chriſt his Son God imputed his own perfect 


Righteouſneſs. He alſo makes the Doctrine, Ex- 
ample, the Life and Death of Chriſt a means of 
making Men Holy, Wiſe, Righteous and Bleſſed, 
and thus is Chriſt made unto us Righteouſneſs. 
And as Chriſt, tho? no Sinner yet ſuffered as a Sin- 
ner; ſo we, tho' Sinners, upon Repentance and- 

N 5 Com- 


will be faved. 
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Comp 
juſt ieh and accepted of God. 
B. But can a Sinner appear before God in his 
own, imperfect Righteouſneſs ? eig 
C. If he appear before God a true Penitent, a 
ſncere Diſeiple of Chriſt, and be, thro? Faith, O- 
bedient to the Goſpel; he appears in the Cha- 
racter the Goſpel requireth, and will be accepted 
and pardoned; and, if he perſevere to the End, 
B. You ſeem to ſpeak ſlightly of the Doctrine 
of Perſeverance, as if it was uncertain whether a 


Child of God ſhou'd perſevere. 


Ci. I hope every truly good Man will perſe- 
' Vere in his Goodneſs : Yet I cannot fay it is im- 
poſſible for a righteous Man to turn from his 


Righteouſneſs, to commit Iniquity, and to die in 


his Sin. Ezek. xvii, Nor can TI fay it is impoſ- 


ſible for a Man who has taſted of the heavenly 


Gift, and has partook of the Holy Ghoſt---to fall 


away. Heb. vi. What need of ſo many Cauti- 
ons given to Perſons and Churches to Watch and 
Pray leſt jthey enter into Temptation, to hold 
faſt, to continue in well-doing, Ic. if Apoſtacy 
was impoſſible? Do Men uſe to warn their Chil- 


dren to ſhun impoſſible Events? Did not David 


__ Peter Apoſtatize and fall away, as well as Ju- 


B. They did not fall finally. 
C. No, they turned again from their Iniquity, 
and did that which was right: But as it: was poſ- 


ſible for them to fall into Sin, mortal Sin; ſo it was 
poſſible for them to have died in the Sin they had 


finned ; 


yance with the Goſpel, ſhall be pardoned, 
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ſinned; and how they wou'd have fared in that 


Caſe, I leave you to Judge. 


B. But I have heard it from our Preachers, and 


have read it in ſome of our Books, that Godſees 


no Sin in his own People, becauſe he looks on 
them thro? Chriſt, and as cloathed with his per- 
fect Righteouſneſs. 1 3 5 

C. And can you have Patience to hear and read 
Doctrines ſo immoral and abſurd, fo unworthy 
of God, and ſo ſhocking to a ſpious Mind? Did 


not God ſee David, when he committed Adulte- 
ry? And did He not ſee it to be what it was, 


great Sin; and did he not impute'to him, and pu- 


niſh him for it? Did not Chriſt ſee Peter deny 


him, and was it not a capital Sin? Does not 
God ſee all Men and all Things juſt as they are? 
And is not Sin in Profeſſors of Religion more ag- 


gravated than in other Men? Is this. a Doctrine 


according to Godlineſs? Upon this Principle a - 
Man need but fancy he is elected; and was once 
converted, and then he may Sin at any Rate, I 


have known ſome Men and Women of ſuſpici- 


ous Characters, who yet have pretended to be 
great Believers, and to belong to God's Elect; 


and no wonder, when they find themſelves incour- 
aged in ſuch unſound Hopes by Doctrines ſo De- 
ſtructive. Does God promiſe Pardon and eternal 


Lite upon any other Condition than Repentance, ; 
Holineſs, and Faithfulneſs to the End? a: 
B. We think the Goſpel Covenant has 20 Con- 
ditions, but is an abſolute Promiſe. A new Co- 
venant will I make with the Houſe of Iſrael----1 
will put my Law in their inward Parts, and write 
't in their Hearts, and will be their God, &c. Jer. 
31.32, Exek. 36. FE 2 | . 
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C. And muſt one or two prophetical Texts be 


perpetually wreſted to ſerve ſo bad · an Office as 


overthrowing the whole Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. 


If God has promiſed to recall the Houſe of 1/rae!; 
and to make a: better Covenant with them than 
the Moſaick, and predicted their Converſion and 


Reformation at a proper Time; 1s this any Con- 
tradiction to the whole New Teſtament, and 


muſt it be imployed by Chriſttan Divines to ſub- 
vert every Sermon ot their Maſter, and every 
Letter the great Biſhop ſent from Heaven; which 
all agree with the Epiſtles of St. Paul, Peter, John 
and Jude in making Repentance, Obedience, Vic- 
tory, Continuance in well-doing the Condition of 
Salvation. Does the Goſpel give the leaſt Ground 
of Hope to any but ſuch as do Chriſt's Commands? 
Your Doctrine makes the Way to Heaven eaſier 
than the Church of Rome has made it; and is ten 
thouſand Times more dangerous to Souls than the 
Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation. But the Secret 
is, theſe abſolute Promiſes belong only to the E- 
lect; and that no Man can know he is elected, 
till he has a new Heart and leads a new Life; that 
is, till he has what is promiſed: So that they are 
Promiſes that no Man in the World can lay claim 
to, or be made better by. He knows of zo Right 
he has to them till made good; and when made 
good to him, he needs them not. X 
B. Our Miniſters recommend Holineſs as much 
as any Men. 
„Ci. They do it then as you can't but ſee, in 
contradiction to their own Principles; but they 
are fo,us'd to Contradictions, that they ſee not 
the glaring ones, But can they recommend Ho- 
| f lineſs, 
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lineſs, and yet diſclaim all perſonal Righteouſneſs? 
Can they recammend Holineſs, and yet cry down 


good Works? Is not Holineſs the Imitation of God 


and Chriſt in Juſtice, Kindneſs and doing Good? 


Can they recommend Holineſs to Men who they 


know cannot become holy till God make them 
ſo by irreſiſtible Grace, and he has decreed that 
Grace only for a very tew. I with your Preachers 
wou'd return to their Looms and Awls, and let 
preaching alone, unleſs they were better qualiti-, 


ed for N. . 
B. I can't but think them very fine Preachers; 


I have often experienced great good under their 


Miniſtry, they have often raviſned my Heart by 
their fervent way of Preaching and Pray ing. 
C. Some People ealily miſtake twiſtings of - 
Body, writhings of Face, and heat of the Brain 
in the Preacher for Chriſtian Zeal; and think 
themſelves edified, and their Hearts mended, 
when their Imagination only is fired by a ſet of 
ſtrange Phraſes, melodious Tones, and Rapſodies 
of Words. The beſt Experience a Man can have - 


that Preaching has done him Good is, when God 


has hereby wrought him up to à Reſolution to 
leave his Sins, and powertully inclines him to 
live better. All Experiences without this, I am- 


apt to think are Imagination and Deluſion. 


B. After all you have faid, I can't but think 
our Miniſter comes very ſeaſonably to Town to 
ſtop the Flood of Error breaking in upon us. 


C. Jam forry we differ ſo widely in our way 


of Thinking; for I am led to reaſon thus, when 
God ſends Men to preach Truth and ſpread! 
Light, Men as þlind as they are bold, rile * to 
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ſtop its Progreſs ; but who ſends them, God knows. 
If your Miniſters wou'd preach the plain Truths 
of the Goſpel], tho” in ever ſo homely a Stile, I 
ſhow'd never be for their having any Diſturbance, 
chere are low ſized People enough in Town whoſe 
Capacities are on a level with ſuch low ſized 
Preachers. But to come here with a Cargo of 
Nonſenſe, Error and Folly, to father all this upon 
the Spirit of Wiſdom, Reaſon, Truth and Good- 


neſs; and to expect it ſhowd go down with rea- 


ſonable Men, is Preſumption inexcuſable. 
B. In how bad a Light ſoever you place our 


Miniſters, and their Sermons, God has owned 


them, given them ſucceſs; ſeveral have been bap- 
tiſed into our Faith, and others, we hope, are com- 
ing over. br RS 

C. When the new Prophets begun their wild 
and barbarous Effuſions, which they alſo fathered 


on the Spirit of God, they had ſtrange ſucceſs ; 
but that God gave it, I think you have more 


Senſe and Grace than to affirm. A conſiderable 
Part of the Diſlenters 1a Town have been long in 
a vein of Enthuſiaſm; fo that any vain Pretenders 
to the Spirit, under a Mask of Zeal and Rapture, 


have eaſily gained Proſelytes among them. But 


Converſion to a ſet of Notions to high Calviniſm, 
to Antinomianiſm, to the Peculiarities of the 
Baptiſts, is far wide of Converſion to a Chriftian 
— es and a Chriſtian Life. if 


B. If they are brought over to a better No- 


tion of Baptiſm, and are baptized in the Way 


which Chrift appointed, and the Apoſtles prac- 
tiſed; I hope this is ſomething that deſerves Re- 


Ct 


gard. 
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| Commiſſion given to St. Paul, who was the A-- 


rate to the purifying of the Conſcience and Cleanſ- 


ter; and plunging a Knave, a Thief, a Scold, a 


| of Iſrael. Exod. xxiv. Or as well as Eating one x 


poſe as Eating a Meal, or Drinking a full Cup 7 | 
— 4 


| ence, or a ſincere Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, and 
a hearty Reſolution to ſerve Chriſt, which is the 


OCT. 
C. I muſt confeſs, that the Controverſy about.» - 
the Time and Mode of Baptiſm appears to me of | 

no great Moment; feeing Baptiſm itſelf is an out- 
ward Ordinance, or a meer Ceremony, tho f 
Chriſt's Inſtitution. Nor is it mention'd in the 


poſtle of the Gentiles. However, I allow _ 
Baptiſm with Water be efficacious, and does ope- 


ing of the Heart, then the more Water the ber- 


lewd Woman over Head and Ears might make 
on them a more thorough Change. Bur if Bap- 
tiſm be only Declarative and Significative, then 

2 Handful of Water poured or ſprinkled on the 

Face (the chief Part of the Body, and the Seat 

of the Soul) may anſwer this Purpoſe as well, it 

a ſerious Profeſſion of Chriſtianity go along with 

it; as well as ſprinkling the whole Congregation + # = «4 
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Morſel of Bread, and Taſteing the Wine, may . << 
ſignify and declare a Perſon's Faith in the Death | 
and the fecond coming of Chrift to as good Pur- 


in Remembrance of him. 
And it there be the Anſwer of a good Conſci- 


Moral or Spiritual part of Baptiſm; I do not think 
our Lord and Maſter will be ſo Scrupulous as ſome 
of his Diſciples are about the Moe. 5 
If waſhing the Principal Part inſtead of the 
whoſe, be a more ſafe way tor Health; and a 


more Decent way upon the Rules of Chaſtity: 
y UP * 71 
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I think it is the better Way: And that there ji; 


Room to apply that ſacred Proverb which our 


Lord applieth on another Occaſion, God will have 


Mercy, not Sacrifice, for he always prefers Mo. 
rals to Rituals. And if St. Paul made fo little 
Account of the External Part of Baptiſm, 1 Cor. 
i. 13-17. What wou'd he have ſaid, to a Con- 
troverſy about the Mode of uling it. 

- As to Time; it 1s certainly very proper that 
Parents devote their Children to God, in a ſo- 
lemn Manner, acknowledge him as their Creator 
and Preſerver, and pray for his continued Care; 
that they enter them as Infant Diſciples in the 
School of Chriſt, in order to become his actual 
Scholars as ſoon as capable; And is it not as pro- 
per that this be done by the viſible Ceremony 
of Baptiſm, as for the Jeuiſb Children to be en- 
ter'd into their Church by Circumciſion? And 
if Parents make a Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith 


| 


at the Baptiſm of their Children, and alfo enter 


into publick Engagements to give them a Chriſ- 
tian Education, are not as good Euds as to prac- 
tical Religion anſwered by the Baptiſm of Chriſ- 
tian's Children, as by the Baptiſm of adult Per- 
ſons. In this latter Caſe, it is not the Waſhing 
of the Body in Water whether a Part of it or the 
whole, that has any Virtue in it, to render a Per- 
ſon one jot holier than before: But it is the Un- 
feigned, Conſcientious Profeſſion of the Chriſtian 
Faith, and Reſolution to live a Chriſtian Life 
which God accepts in Baptiſm; and it is not a 
plunge in Water, by what ever Hand perform'd, 
which will ſecure a Perſon from Temptation and 


Sin in future Life; hut it is a publick, deliberate, 


ſerious 


Wut Promiſe and Ve, made before God and the 
Church, that is likely to. be a 'Means of guarding che 


_ Chriſt, and Engagement to a new Life were the Con- 
_ ditions of Baptiſm to all Jews and Gentiles ; Bap- 4 


to the World, and to make the ftronger Imprefſion, 
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Baptized Party from Apoſtacy in future Life. | 
Penitent Confeſſion of Sin, Profeſſion of Faith in, 


tiſm was only a publick Sign of all this, to fignify it 


on themſelves: Now if Perſons do become truly Pe- 
nitent, believe the Goſpel and live a new Life, it is 
a ſmall Matter either when or how, or by whom they. 
were baptized. But the Temper and Spirit of thele 
New, or as you call them, the Particular Baptiſts, 


is what I moſt of all diſapproye: They lay ſo great 
Weight on their own peculiar Opinions and Practiſes, 


and are ſo intolerably Cenſorious of and Uncharitable. 


towards all who do not think as they do, that I can't 
but Judge they are very degenerate Chriſtians, and 
have departed very far from the wiſe, the mild, the 


N Spirit of the Goſpel. 


B. I agree with you, in wiſhing a little more Mode- 
ration in fome of our Preachers; and more of the Spi- 


rit of Candor and Love amongſt all good Chriſtians, 


Yet you may think worſe of us than we deſerve ; 
for if Men be Zealous in any Cauſe, ſhou'd it not be 
for the Faith once delivered re the Saints © 


C. Sacred Zeal is rational, mild, calm, candid, -. 


charitable; it hes in ſteddineſs of Mind and Heart to 
what is good. The Zeal of y6ur Preachers, J fear, 
is a blind Zeal, founded in Ignorance, little and par- 


tial Reading; a bodily Zeal, conſiſting in the the Agi- 


tation of the Animal Spirits, in a fiery Temper, and 


paſhonate Language; and a bold, imnodeſt Zeal, uſing 
the greateſt Confidence in the moſt dark and diſputed 
Points. 

Sacred Zeal will be imployed chiefly for Doctrines 
and Laws unqueſtionably Scriptural, and which all 
Chriſtians agree are ſo. But the Zeal of your Preach- 
ers is Chiefly imploy'd about the anti- ſcriptural and 
irrational Doctrines, of three Perſons e equal to one 

| another, 


*. 
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| 1 yet eaclr ſupreme, and all together makings © 
bur ong ſupreme God. Of God's electing and zul? I 
tying from Eternity a fow Perſons abſolutely, with: 
ut an Reaſon at all, or without any regard 7 er 
haviour and Moral Character, and reprobating, r 1 
decreeing to dann the greateſt. Part of Mankind Cog - 
what they.cou'd, not help.—A partial;Redemptionz-— | 
an unconditional Goff pel Covenant ir reſiſtible Grace 
in Converſion ;—God's ſceing no Sin in his own Feo- 
le Ache Impoſlibility of a righteous Man's turning 
| tromhis Righteouſneſs, and Dying in his Iniquity, Sc 
f Doctrines, which if as true, as they are falſe; as ſafe, 
as they are dangerous; as uſeful, as they are hurtful; 
as lovely, as they are hateful; and as, howograble to Cod, 2 
as they are di urable; yet why muſt all WhO be: 
lieye not theſe ſtrange Doctrines, be treated as Here- 
ticks, unſound Men. and be ſhut out from Salvation. © 
If I had no other Objection againſt theſe; New, Anti- 
nomian Baptiſts, than this e eee Spirit of 
% it is a ſufficient one: For I may add, that Sa- 
cred Seal is a Charitable: Zeal; 3 Whereas the Zeal ot 
Four Preachers appears to me a raſh̃ and bitter Zea; 
and which tends to inſpire the People with narrow 
Frinci les, Bigottry, IIl-will to Mankind, a Schiſm 
tical Temper, and intolerable Conceirednefs; as-if # 
none were to. be ſaved, and Vere. elected but: 8! few. 5 
5  whimfica! Baptiſts. E 1 
B. You grow warm, 1 and. carry your own. 
en too far, andi t too forward and keen in your Gen 
| {ares of our Miniſters and People. | 
C. I have endeayour'd to reprefent them in a jun 85 
"Light; and think, I have not wronged them: But it 
158 enough to inſpire any Chriſtian Breaſt with 
Warme nd Indignation too, to ſee Men fer. up for: 
the only e while they deliver Doc- 1 
trines 1 oppoſite to Religion and Subverſive of that 20 
Goſpel they pretend to Preach. 3 
B. I hope you will come to have & | better Opinion, W 
of our Preachers and PeopfeQ. 37; 84 
C. I wiſh I was able. F M7 { 1-1» nl 
WR The 10 N 5 4 the FRE Part. ; 1 
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